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1. (U) CASHIERED GENERAL CARLOS SUAREZ MASON WAS
N ARRESTED SQUTH OF SAN FRANCISCO JANUARY 24, HIS ARREST
< AND SUBSEQUENT CCURT APPEARANCE HAVE FEEN WIDELY
- REPORTED IN ALL THE ARGENTINE PRESS. SUAREZ MASON,
~ A FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE FCR NEARLY THEREE YEARS, IS
D WIDELY SEEN AS ONE CF THE MILITARY MOSY INVCLVEL IN
"~ RESPONSIBILITY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. PReSS
REPCRTS HEKE TAKE EIS EXTRATITION AS A GIVEN.
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2. (C) CCMMENT: THE AERREST AND RAPIL EXTERATITION CF
" SUAKEZ MASON IS IN GCA'S INTEHEST BECAUSE IT PROVIDES
D - AN OPPORTUNITY TO sEEP PUELIC ATTENTION FOCUSSED ON
- A MILITARY HEUMAN RIGHETS PROCESS AT A TIME THE GOVERN-
MENT IS SEEA&ING TO LIMIT/PREVENT OTHER INDICTMENTS
) - FROM BEING ISSUED. OUR INITIAL REATING IS THAT SUAREZ
MASCN’S FATE, AS A CASHIERED OFFICER, IS CF LESS
.- CONCERN TO MOST MILITARY THAN WERE EVEN THE JUNTAS
) OR GENERAL CAMPS. KIS FATE MAY, TEXREFCRE, BE
IRRELEVANT TO TEOSE INVOLVED IN THE CENTRAL ISSUE FOR
- CIVILIAN-MILITARY RELATIONSEIPS, TEE HUMAN RIGHTS D
) TRIALS OF ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY. SUAREZ MASON IS )
ALSO WANTED FOR EMBEZZLING YPF FUNLS UNDER TEE JUNTA
- GOVERNMENT AND WAS ONE OF TWELVE NAMED IN THE GOQA'S =
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) STATE OF SILGE DECREE IN 1985. THE GOA SUSPECTS A
SUAREZ MASON EANT IN EFFCRTS TO DLSTAEILIZE DEMGCHACY.
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